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In This Book

Neighborhood Hubs
 Wicker Park and Logan 
Square hold the mother 
lode of cool little clubs 
where edgy indie bands 
plug in. Blues and jazz 
clubs are scattered 
around town, though 
a couple of big-name 
spots pop up in the 
South Loop. Lincoln 
Park offers convenient 
access to blues bars (es-
pecially on Halsted St) 
and intimate alternative 
venues.

 Best Blues
Buddy Guy’s Legends 
The iconic bluesman’s 
club puts the best bands 
on stage. (p120 )

BLUES Small, crackling 
club with seasoned local 
players. (p76 )

Kingston Mines Hot and 
sweaty late-night venue 
with two stages jamming 
daily. (p77 )

Best Jazz
Green Mill Big names 
bebop in this timeless 
tavern where Al Capone 
used to chill. (p87 )

Whistler Artsy little club 
where indie bands and 
jazz trios brood. (p99 )

Jazz Showcase Elegant 
room where national 
acts blow their horns. 
(p120 )

Best Rock
Hideout Feels like your 
grandma’s basement but 
with alt-country bands 
and literary readings. 
(p95 )

Empty Bottle The city’s 
go-to club for edgy indie 
rock and cheap Pabst 
beer. (p96 )

Double Door Cool buzz 
bands smash through 
sets in this Wicker Park 
landmark. (pictured; 
p95 )

Metro Bands on the 
way up thrash here first. 
(p85 )

Lincoln Hall Indie bands 
love to play the intimate 
room with pristine 
acoustics. (p77 )

 Best for Strolling & 
Lolling
Millennium Park 
Meander around inter-
active public artworks, 
then bring a picnic for 
the evening concert. 
(pictured; p24 )

Northerly Island The 
grassy park offers a 
tranquil escape from the 
nearby Museum Cam-
pus. (p116 )

Best for Active 
Types
The 606 Old train track 
turned elevated path 
rolls for 2.7 miles through 
Wicker Park, Logan 
Square and onward. 
(p92 )

Maggie Daley Park Blow 
off steam at the rock-
climbing wall, ice-skating 

ribbon, mini-golf course 
and whimsical play-
grounds. (p34 )

Lincoln Park Join 
joggers, rowers, walkers 
and cyclists in Chicago’s 
largest green space. 
(p68 )

Best for People-
Watching
Buckingham Fountain 
Everyone gathers around 
Grant Park’s centerpiece 
for its trippy light shows 
and 15-story-high spout. 
(p34 )

Mary Bartelme Park 
See how the West Loop’s 
hipsters and families get 
their exercise. (p103 )

Best Gardens
Lincoln Park Conserva-
tory The small but potent 
dose of tropical blooms is 
especially welcome dur-
ing winter. (p72 )

Lurie Garden Find Mil-
lennium Park’s secret 
garden and you’re treated 
to a prairie’s worth of 
wildflowers. (p26)

y Top Tips
  See the alt-weekly 

Chicago Reader 
(www.chicagoreader.
com) for comprehen-
sive listings.
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 The birthplace of electric blues and house music, 
Chicago also fosters a rip-roaring indie rock 
scene, boundary-leaping jazz cats and all kinds 
of world beats. Venues are thick on the ground, 
with tunes spilling out of muggy clubs, sunny 
outdoor amphitheaters, DIY dive bars and every-
place in between.

  Live Music
Best

y Top Tips
  The website of the 

Chicago Park District 
(www.chicagopark-
district.com) lists 
all kinds of free 
events – movies, live 
music, theater – that 
take place in green 
spaces citywide.
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 Chicago takes green space seriously. Since the 
1830s its motto has been ‘Urbs in horto,’ Latin 
for ‘City in a Garden.’ Almost the entire lakefront 
is public parkland, thanks to city planner Daniel 
Burnham. When he pieced the city together 
again after the Great Fire he made sure enor-
mous parks were part of the package.

  Parks & Gardens
Best

 Best Live Music  137136  Best Parks & Gardens
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Don’t Miss
Zoo & Other Freebies
 Opened in 1868, the free Lincoln Park Zoo has 
entertained generations of Chicagoans. Families 
swarm the grounds, which are smack in the 
park’s midst. Kids beeline for the Regenstein 
African exhibit, which puts them close to pygmy 
hippos and dwarf crocodiles. The Ape House 
pleases with its swingin’ gorillas and chimps. 
Snow monkeys chill in the Macaque Forest. The 
leafy conservatory and hidden lily garden are also 
nearby and free.

Lincoln & the Mausoleum
 At the park’s southern edge, sculptor Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens’ Standing Lincoln shows the 
16th president deep in contemplation before 
giving a speech. Saint-Gaudens based the work 
on casts made of Lincoln’s face and hands while 
Lincoln was alive. The statue stands behind the 
Chicago History Museum. Nearby, on the corner 
of  LaSalle Dr and Clark St, take a gander at the 
Couch Mausoleum. It’s the sole reminder of the 
land’s pre-1864 use, when it was a municipal 
cemetery. Many graves contained dead soldiers 
from Camp Douglas, a horrific prisoner-of-war 
stockade on the city’s South Side during the Civil 
War. The city eventually relocated the bodies.

Beaches & Beyond
 There’s more beyond the zoo, gardens and 
monuments. Head north and there are sailboat 
harbors, golf courses, bird sanctuaries and row-
ing clubs gliding on the lagoons. Walk east from 
anywhere in the park and you’ll come to the 
Lakefront Trail that connects several beaches 
along the way.

y Top Tips
  Markets and take-

away joints pop up 
along Clark St and 
Diversey Pkwy, prime 
for picnic provisions.

 Convenient Divvy sta-
tions to grab a bike for 
a short ride are on the 
corner of Lake Shore Dr 
and North Blvd, and at 
the Theater on the Lake 
building (near the inter-
section of Lake Shore Dr 
and W Fullerton Pkwy).

 Visit the park on 
Wednesday or Saturday 
morning to experience 
Green City Market’s 
bounty as a bonus to 
your jaunt.

5 Take a Break
 Sultan’s Market (p74) 
does the trick for a 
casual Middle Eastern 
meal. The J Parker 
(p75) provides a 
swankier break at its 
rooftop cocktail bar.

 The neighborhood gets its name from this park, 
Chicago’s largest. Its 1200 acres stretch for 6 
miles, from North Ave north to Diversey Pkwy, 
where it narrows along the lake and contin-
ues until the end of Lake Shore Dr. On sunny 
days  locals come out to play in droves, taking 
advantage of the ponds, paths and playing fields 
or visiting the zoo and beaches. It’s a fine spot to 
while away a morning or afternoon (or both).

 o Map p70, G4

h6am-11pm

g151
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Chicago skyline viewed from Lincoln Park

Top Sights
   Lincoln Park

Lincoln ParkLincoln Park & Old Town 6968
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Willis Tower (p30), from Lake Shore Drive
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images of prominent 
structures, including 
several that have since 
been demolished.

4 The Bean
 Make your way into Mil-
lennium Park and view 
the silvery sculpture 
everyone calls ‘the Bean’. 
Artist Anish Kapoor 
officially titled it Cloud 
Gate, but no matter. Join 
the masses swarming it 
to see the skyline reflect.

5 Art Institute of 
Chicago
 The Art Institute (p28 ) 
is one of Chicago’s 
most-visited attractions, 

and the 1894 bronze 
lions out front are 
city mascots of sorts. 
They remain regal and 
dignified even when the 
museum plops fiberglass 
Blackhawks helmets 
on their heads during 
Stanley Cup wins.

6 Flamingo
 Alexander Calder’s 
Flamingo gives a bit 
of color and contrast to 
famed architect Ludwig 
Mies van der Rohe’s 
blocky, black Kluczynski 
Building behind it. The 
‘bird’ is comprised of 50 
tons of bright red steel.

7 Chicago Board 
of Trade
 The Board of Trade 
is a 1930 art-deco gem. 
Inside, traders swap fu-
tures and options (some-
thing to do with corn and 
pork). Outside, a giant 
statue of Ceres, the god-
dess of agriculture, tops 
the 45-story edifice.

8 Willis Tower
 The Willis Tower 
(p30 ) is Chicago’s tallest 
skyscraper, reaching 
1450ft into the heavens. 
Ascend to the 103rd-floor 
Skydeck to look over the 
high-rises and artworks 
you’ve just traversed.

2 The Walk
 It’s hard to know what to gawk at first. High-flying 
architecture is everywhere, thanks to Mrs O’Leary’s 
cow (who kicked over the lantern that burned down 
the city in 1871, and created the blank canvas for 
lofty new designs). Whimsical public art adds to 
the eye-candy. This tour swoops through the Loop, 
taking in the best of it all, from sky-high record 
breakers to art-deco landmarks, a pink flamingo 
and shiny Bean, plus a visit to Al Capone’s dentist 
thrown in for good measure.

Start Daley Plaza; Blue Line to Washington

Finish Willis Tower; Brown, Orange, Purple, Pink Line 
to Quincy

Length 1.25 miles; one hour

5 Take a Break
 Fortify with a glass of wine and uber-rich dessert 
in the cool, clubhouse-like space of Seven Lions 
(p36 ).

1 Picasso’s 
Untitled
 Picasso’s abstract 
Untitled sculpture is 
ensconced in Daley 
Plaza. The artist never 
would say what the 1967 
iron work represents. 
Most people believe it’s 
the head of a woman. 
But Picasso also drew 
pictures of his dog that 
look similar. Go ahead 
and climb on it.

2 Reliance 
Building
 Head to the corner of 
Washington and State Sts 
and check out the shim-
mering 1890s Reliance 
Building. Its lightweight 
frame made it the prec-
edent for the modern 
skyscraper. Today it 
houses the chic Hotel 
Burnham. Added histori-
cal bonus: Al Capone’s 
dentist drilled teeth in 
what’s now room 809.

3 Chicago 
Cultural Center
 The 1897 Chicago 
Cultural Center (p34 ) is 
a beaux arts beauty in its 
own right, but you’re here 
to get inspiration from 
the architectural photos 
in the 1st-floor Landmark 
Gallery. The exhibit 
shows 72 black-and-white 
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Skyscrapers & 
Street Art

  Best Walks

 Skyscrapers & Street Art  127126
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Jun-Aug, reduced rest of year; 
mBrown, Orange, Green, 
Purple, Pink Line to Randolph) 
or  Bobby’s Bike Hike 
(p103).

 Taxi & Rideshare
 y Best for... Reaching 
the West Loop or Pilsen 
from downtown, espe-
cially at night.

  Cabs are plentiful in the 
Loop, north to Anderson-
ville and northwest to 
Wicker Park/Bucktown.

 Fares are meter-based. 
The meter starts at 
$3.25, then it’s $1.80 
per mile and $1 per extra 
passenger.

 Try  Yellow Cab (%312-
829-4222; www.yellowcab-
chicago.com) if you need a 
pick up.

 The rideshare company 
Uber is also popular in 
Chicago.

  Car & Motorcycle
 y Best for... Outlying 
neighborhoods.

  Tra   c is often jammed, 
and street parking is 
scarce.

 Parking garages in the 
city cost around $38 per 
day.

 On-street, metered 
parking costs $2 per 
hour (in outlying areas) 

to $6.50 per hour (in the 
Loop).

 Some meter-free 
streets require resident 
parking passes, some 
don’t. Read the signs 
carefully.

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 Typical normal opening 
times are as follows:

Bars 5pm to 2am (3am 
on Saturday).

Nightclubs 9pm to 1am 
or 2am weekdays, 3am 
on weekends.

O   ces and government 
agencies 9am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday.

Restaurants Breakfast 
7am or 8am to 11am, 
lunch 11am or 11:30am 
to 2:30pm, dinner 5pm 
or 6pm to 10pm Sunday 
to Thursday, to 11pm 
or midnight Friday and 
Saturday.

Shops 11am to 7pm Mon-
day to Saturday, noon to 
6pm Sunday.

minutes or so and reach 
downtown in 30 minutes.

  Airport Express 
(%888-284-3826; www.
airportexpress.com) The 
door-to-door shuttle goes 
downtown for $27. Vans 
run between 4am and 
10:30pm. It takes about 
50 minutes.

 Taxi Rides to the center 
take 20 minutes or longer 
(depending on tra   c) 
and cost $35 to $40. 
Taxis queue outside the 
main entrance.

From Union Station
   Chicago Transit 

Authority (CTA; www.
transitchicago.com) For 
public transportation 
onward, the Blue Line 
Clinton stop is a few 
blocks south. The Brown, 
Orange, Purple, Pink Line 
station at Quincy is about 
a half-mile east.

 Taxi Several queue 
along Canal St outside 
the station entrance.

Getting 
Around

  Elevated/Subway 
Train
 y Best for... Most sights 
and neighborhoods.

  Chicago’s El (it stands 
for ‘elevated,’ though 
many trains also run 
underground) is fast and 
frequent.

 Two of the eight color-
coded lines – the Red 
Line, and the Blue Line to 
O’Hare airport – operate 
24 hours a day. The other 
lines run from 4am to 
1am daily.

 The standard fare is 
$3 (except from O’Hare, 
where it costs $5) and 
includes two transfers.

 Enter the turnstile 
using a Ventra Ticket, 
which is sold from vend-
ing machines at train 
stations.

 You can also buy a Ven-
tra Card, aka a recharge-
able fare card, at stations. 
It has a one-time $5 fee 
that gets refunded once 
you register the card. It 
knocks 50 to 75 cents o   
the cost of each ride.

 Bus
 y Best for... South 
Loop’s Museum Campus 
and Lincoln Park’s zoo.

  City buses operate 
from early morning until 
late evening.

 The fare is $2.25 (with 
a transfer).

 You can use a Ventra 
Card or pay the driver 
with exact change.

 Bicycle
 y Best for... Lincoln 
Park and Lakefront Trail 
explorations.

   Divvy (www.divvybikes.
com) has 3000 sky-blue 
bikes at 300 stations 
around town.

 Kiosks issue 24-hour 
passes ($10) on the 
spot. Insert a credit card, 
get your ride code, then 
unlock a bike.

 The  rst 30 minutes 
are free; after that, rates 
rise fast if you don’t dock 
the bike.

 Bike rentals for longer 
rides (with accoutre-
ments such as helmets 
and locks) start at $18 
per two hours. Try  Bike 
Chicago (%312-729-1000; 
www.bikechicago.com; 239 E 
Randolph St; per 1/4hr from 
$9/30; h6:30am-10pm 
Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun 

  Saving Money on Transport
  If you’re going to use the El more than a few 

times, it’s worth it to buy a rechargeable Ventra 
Card, available at any station. You can add value 
as needed. Without a Ventra Card, each ride you 
take is subject to a surcharge for using a dispos-
able ticket.

 Unlimited ride passes (one-/three-day pass 
$10/20) are also available; get them at railway 
stations.

Route 
Planner
 The Chicago 
Transit Authority 
(www.transitchicago.
com) has El and bus 
schedules on its 
website, as well as a 
useful trip planning 
feature (it basically 
harnesses Google).

   149148  Survival Guide
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Museum of
Contemporary
Art

South Loop & Near 
South Side (p110)
The South Loop bustles 
with the lakefront 
Museum Campus. Blues 
sights and Chinatown 
are further on.

Top SightsE
Field Museum of Natural 
History

The Loop (p22)
Chicago's center of 
action for both business 
and play, with 
skyscrapers galore.

Top SightsE
Millennium Park
Art Institute of Chicago
Willis Tower

Near North & Navy 
Pier (p42)
Shops, restaurants, 
hotels, galleries, boats 
and amusements 
abound in this densely 
packed quarter.

Top SightsE
Navy Pier

Gold Coast (p54)
Furs and Rolls Royces 
are de rigueur, as are 
swanky boutiques and 
cocktail lounges.

Top SightsE
360° Chicago
Museum of 
Contemporary Art
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Wicker Park, 
Bucktown & 
Ukrainian Village 
(p88)
Few sights, but you can 
easily spend the day 
here shopping and the 
night eating, drinking 
and hitting the myriad 
rock clubs.

Near West Side & 
Pilsen (p100)
Buzzy, top-chef 
restaurants are the Near 
West Side's calling card. 
Mexican taquerias meet 
hipster hangouts in 
Pilsen.

Lincoln Park & Old 
Town (p66)
Beaches and zoo 
animals, top eateries 
and stylish shops 
abound in Lincoln Park, 
while Old Town has 
Second City comedy.

Top SightsE
Lincoln Park

Lake View & 
Wrigleyville (p78)
Baseball lovers and 
nightlife fans share the 
bar-filled neighborhood, 
which parties hard, 
especially in club-
thumping Boystown.

Top SightsE
Wrigley Field

 Chicago 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918
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1 Hamburger Mary’s
 Campy   Hamburger Mary’s (www.
hamburgermarys.com/chicago; 5400 N Clark 
St; h11:30am-midnight Sun-Wed, to 1:30am 
Thu & Fri, to 2:30am Sat) is an LGBT spot 
that all of Andersonville hangs out at. 
It serves well-regarded burgers and 
weekend brunch in the downstairs 
restaurant, but the action’s on the 
rowdy, booze-soaked patio.

2  Swedish Bakery
 Locals have been getting in line at 
 Swedish Bakery (www.swedishbakery.
com; 5348 N Clark St; pastries $1.50-4; 
h6:30am-6:30pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat) for 
custard-plumped eclairs, French silk 
tortes and chocolate-chip streusels for 
more than 80 years. Free samples and 
coffee help ease the wait.

3  Big Jones
 Warm, sunny  Big Jones (www.bigjones
chicago.com; 5347 N Clark St; mains $17-25; 
h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, from 
9am Sat & Sun) puts ‘southern heirloom 
cooking’ on the menu. Residents flock 
in for chicken and dumplings, craw-
fish étouffée and shrimp and grits. 
The decadent, biscuit-laden brunch 
draws the biggest crowds.

4 Woolly Mammoth
   Woolly Mammoth Antiques & Oddities 
(www.woollymammothchicago.com; 1513 W Fos-
ter Ave ; h1-7pm Mon, from 3pm Tue, from noon 
Wed-Sun) is part morbid curiosity shop, 
part art installation. Creepy doll heads, 
a stuffed wallaby, jar of old dentures, the 
record book from an insane asylum – 
they’re all here, and then some.

5 Hopleaf
 A cozy, European-style tavern,   Hopleaf 
(www.hopleaf.com; 5148 N Clark St; mains 
$12-27; hnoon-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight 
Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun) is a community 
favorite for its cashew-butter-and-fig-
jam sandwich and house specialty of 
frites and ale-soaked mussels. It also 
pours 200 types of beers, heavy on the 
Belgian brew.

6  Hot G Dog
  Hot G Dog (www.hotgdog.com; 5009 N 
Clark St; hot dogs $2.50-4; h10:30am-8pm 
Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun) is the place to bite 
into, say, a chicken apple cranberry hot 
dog with whiskey cheese and pecans. 
It’s also a fine place to try a good ol’ 
Chicago-style dog. The chefs formerly 
worked at Hot Doug’s famed shop.

7  Nha Hang Viet Nam
 Little  Nha Hang Viet Nam (1032 W Argyle 
St; mains $7-13; h7am-10pm Sun-Mon) may 
not look like much from the outside, 
but it offers a huge menu of authentic, 
well-made dishes from the homeland. 
It’s terrific for pho and clay-pot catfish.

 8  Green Mill
 The timeless  Green Mill (www.greenmill-
jazz.com; 4802 N Broadway; hnoon-4am 
Mon-Sat, from 11am Sun) earned its noto-
riety as Al Capone’s favorite speakeasy. 
Sit in one of the curved leather booths 
and feel his ghost urging you on to 
another martini. Local and national 
jazz artists perform nightly.

 Andersonville is an old Swedish enclave, where 
timeworn European-tinged businesses mix with 
new foodie restaurants, antique shops and gay and 
lesbian bars. Nearby Uptown is a whole different 
scene, with historic jazz houses such as the Green 
Mill (Al Capone’s fave), along with the thriving 
eateries of ‘Little Saigon.’ Both areas are prime to 
stroll and window-shop, eat and drink.

Getting There

 m Red Line to 
Berwyn (six blocks 
east of Clark St) for 
Andersonville. Red 
Line to Lawrence for 
Green Mill.

J Number 22 travels 
along Clark St.

Local Life
   Mixing It Up in
Andersonville & Uptown

Mixing It Up in Andersonville & UptownWorth a Trip 8786
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p145)

  Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 Visitors from Canada, the UK, Australia, New 
Zealand and many EU countries do not need 

a visa for stays of less than 90 days. Other 
visitors might (see http://travel.state.gov).

 Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

  Cell Phones
 Europe and Asia GSM 900/1800 standard 

does not work in the USA. Consider buying a 
cheap local phone with a pay-as-you-go plan

 Time
 Central Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

six hours).

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two vertical pins; electrical 

current is 120V. European visitors will require 
an adaptor and maybe a transformer.

   Tipping
 Expected at most places. Restaurant servers: 

15% to 20%. Bartenders: 15% per round 
(minimum per drink $1). Porters: $2 per bag. 
Hotel maids: $2 to $5 per night. Taxi drivers: 

10% to 15%.

  Arriving in Chicago
 O’Hare International Airport (ORD; www.
flychicago.com) is 17 miles northwest of 
dowtown. Chicago Midway Airport (MDW; 
www.flychicago.com) is 11 miles southwest of 
downtown. O’Hare is bigger and handles most 
of the international flights. Both airports have 
easy El train links into the city.

A From O’Hare 
International Airport

 Destination Best Transport 
Loop, South Loop El train

Near North, Gold 
Coast

El train, airport 
shuttle

Lincoln Park taxi, El train

Lake View & 
Wrigleyville

taxi, El train

Wicker Park & 
Bucktown

El train

A From Chicago Midway Airport
 Destination Best Transport 
Loop, South Loop El train

Near North, Gold 
Coast

El train, airport 
shuttle

Lincoln Park taxi, El train

Lake View & 
Wriglelyville

taxi, El train

Wicker Park & 
Bucktown

El train

From Union Station
 All trains and some bus companies arrive at 
this huge station in the Loop. Taxis queue 
outside the main entrance. The Blue Line 
Clinton stop is a few blocks south, but it’s not 
a good option at night.

 Getting Around
 The public transportation system is a mix 
of El trains and buses. Visitors will find the 
trains the most useful option. Buy a recharge-
able Ventra card at any El station. You must 
use the card to enter station turnstiles.

L Train
 Chicago’s El (it stands for ‘elevated,’ though 
many trains also run underground) is fast, 
frequent and will get you to most sights. The 
Red and Blue Lines run 24 hours a day; the 
six other color-coded lines operate between 
4am and 1am. Standard fare is $3 (except 
from O’Hare, where it costs $5). A day-pass 
costs $10.

J  Bus
 Buses follow major arterial roads. They oper-
ate from early morning until late evening. The 
fare is $2.25.

H  Bicycle
 Lots of locals cycle to get around. Divvy 
bikeshare stations are ubiquitous; a day pass 
costs $10. Bike rentals for longer rides start 
at $18 per two hours.

K  Taxi
 Cabs are plentiful in the Loop, north to 
Andersonville and northwest to Wicker Park/
Bucktown. Flagfall is $3.25, plus $1.80 per 
mile and $1 per extra passenger; a 15% tip 
is expected. The rideshare company Uber is 
also popular in Chicago.

  Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than $100 

  Dorm bed: $35–40

  Lunchtime specials: $10–15

  Discount theater or blues club ticket: 
$10–25

Midrange $100–300 
  Hotel or B&B double room: $150–250

  Dinner in a casual restaurant: $20–30

  Cubs bleacher seat: $40–60

Top End more than $300 
  Luxury hotel double room: $400

  Dinner at Alinea: $265

  Lyric Opera ticket: $200

 Useful Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/

chicago) Bookings, travel forum and photos.

  Choose Chicago (www.choosechicago.
com) Official tourism site.

  Chicagoist (www.chicagoist.com) Quirky 
take on food, arts and events.

  Gapers Block (www.gapersblock.com) 
News and events site with Chicago attitude.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book your hotel. 
Reserve at mega-hot restaurants, such as 
Alinea and Girl and the Goat.

Two weeks before Reserve ahead at your 
other must-eat restaurants, and book tick-
ets for sports events and museum exhibits.

One week before Check www.hottix.org 
for half-price theater tickets. Check www.
chicagoreader.com to see entertainment 
options and make bookings.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

05-need-to-know-pk-chg2.indd   All Pages 21/10/2015   1:25:51 PM

 Airbnb (www.airbnb.
com) Rent a room or 
apartment from locals.

Best Budget

  Freehand Chicago 
(www.thefreehand.com/
chicago) Super-hip 
hostel-hotel hybrid with 
spi  y, high-tech dorms.

 Urban Holiday Lofts 
(www.urbanholidaylofts.
com) It’s more apartment 
than hostel, wafting the 
buzzy Bucktown vibe.

 HI-Chicago (www.
hichicago.org) This hostel 
is reliable, immaculate 
and right in the Loop.

 Wrigley Hostel (www.
wrigleyhostel.com) 
Youth-oriented hostel just 
spitting distance from 
the famed ballpark and 
nightlife.

Best Midrange

  Acme Hotel (www.
acmehotelcompany.com) 
Downtown’s grooviest 
boutique, complete with 
lava lights.

 Wicker Park Inn (www.
wickerparkinn.com) B&B 
in a brick row house steps 
away from rockin’ restau-
rants and nightlife.

 Willows Hotel (www.
willowshotelchicago.com) 
Peachy rooms  ll this 

dapper little spot in Lake 
View.

 Longman & Eagle 
(www.longmanandeagle.
com) Six wood-  oored, 
vintage-stylish rooms 
that sit above a Michelin-
starred gastropub.

Best Top End

  Hotel Burnham (www.
burnhamhotel.com) 
History, architecture and 
yoga gear mash up in 
slick rooms.

 Virgin Hotel (www.
virginhotels.com) The 
 rst outpost of billionaire 

Richard Branson’s 
cheeky new hotel chain.

 Radisson Blu Aqua 
Hotel (www.radissonblu.
com/aquahotel-chicago) 
Mod, blond-wood rooms 
with balconies and views.

 Hotel Lincoln (www.
hotellincolnchicago.com) 
Fun, from ‘wall of bad art’ 
kitsch to pedicab service.

 Arriving in 
Chicago
 y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modations, see p103.

From O’Hare 
International 
Airport

   Chicago Transit 
Authority (CTA; www.
transitchicago.com) The air-
port has its own El train 
station on the Blue Line. 
Trains run 24/7 and cost 
$5. They depart every 10 
minutes or so and reach 
downtown in 40 minutes.

  Airport Express (%888-
284-3826; www.airportex-
press.com) Shared van 
service goes downtown 
for $32. Vans run between 
4am and 11:30pm; they 
leave every 15 minutes. It 
takes 60 minutes or more, 
depending on tra   c and 
where your hotel is in the 
drop-o   order.

 Taxi Rides to the center 
take 30 minutes and cost 
around $50. Taxi queues 
can be lengthy, and the 
ride can take longer than 
the train, depending on 
tra   c.

From Chicago 
Midway Airport

   Chicago Transit 
Authority (CTA; www.tran-
sitchicago.com) The airport 
has its own El train sta-
tion on the Orange Line. 
Trains operate between 
4am and 1am and cost 
$3. They depart every 10 

  Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip Chicago’s 
16.4% hotel tax is not 
included in most quoted 
rates.

  The Loop and Near 
North are the most 
lodging-  lled neighbor-
hoods.

 For parking costs,  gure 
on $55 to $65 per night 
downtown ($25 per night 
in outlying neighbor-
hoods).

Useful Websites

  Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/hotels) 
Author-recommended 
reviews and online book-
ings.

 Chicago Bed & Break-
fast Association (www.
chicago-bed-breakfast.
com) Represents 15 
properties.

 Hotel Tonight (www.
hoteltonight.com) 
National discounter with 
last-minute deals.

  Winter (Dec-Feb) 
December twinkles with 
holiday festivals. Other-
wise it’s gray, snowy and 
cold, with low-season 
bargains.

 Spring (Mar-May) Still 
chilly, though gorgeous 
days sprinkle in, prime 
for catching a baseball 
game.

 Summer (Jun-Aug) 
Peak tourism season 
thanks to warm weather 
and festivals. Can be hot 
and humid, but usually 
comfy.

 Autumn (Sep-Nov) 
Shoulder season. Lodg-
ing prices decrease. 
Football, hockey and 
basketball ramp up.

Before You Go

  When to Go
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Chicago 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert author has searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Chicago .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   33 19/08/2011   11:09:12 AM

00000
000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000
000000000000
000000000000
000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000
000000000000000000000000 0000000 00000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00
000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000 000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000

0000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
0000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000
00000

000000000000000000
00000000000000
000000000000000000

00000000000000
0000000000000000

000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000

00000000 0000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000

####

#
00000000
000000

0000000000

######

¡¡¡¡¡##############

000
¡¡##
00000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000##

¡¡¡¡¡############

##

#

þþ######

þ##

00000000000000000
##
000000000000000000
00000000ææ
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000#########

############

#

0
###

#####

##

0
######

Pont du
Carroussel

Pont
Royal

1er1er

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000NaNap

0000000000000000000000000000000000000Pl d

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000P

Roy0000000000000000RRoRoy

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000l dl d

0000
Ca
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000aC el

Jardin duJa dinn
CarrouselC useelu l

Pl desPl desPl de
yramidesyr

000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000

miammramyramideam

dessde
esess

ppééérrraaRRRR
ddee

RRR
dddeee

RRRRR
icicic

hhheee
lllieieieieie

uuuAAAvvAAA
dd ##eee

lll''OO
ppééérraa

00000000000000000
sss T0000000000000TTuuuTTTTTT iil0000000000ilileee

0000000
rrries00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000ieiesiessie000000
iesies

QQQ ddduu LLoouuvvrree

AA0000AAAAAAvvvv
dd0000000000dddduuuu00

0000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000GGGG00000000000
0000000000000000000000000000éé000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000n00000000000000000000000000000000000éé00000000000000000r0000000000000000

a

000000000r000000000000000000000000000000

ll000000000000000000000000000000
00LL00000000000000000000000000000e00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000mm00000000000000000000000000o0000

nn000000000000000000000000000000nn
nnniiii

eeerrr

RR VViilllleeddoo

RRR
dduu

MM
aarr

cchh
ééé

St
-H

oonn
or

é

R
d

R
d''

AAlll
ggggeee

rrrr

RR
G

ai
G

ai
llo

n
llo

n

oouurrgggg SSSttt-HHoonnoorréé

RR
M

oli
M

oliè
reère

RRR
ddee

ll''EEE
cchhh

eell
llee

RRRR TTTThhhhéééérrèèsseee

inneess

RR DDaanniieellllleee CCaaassaannoovvaa

RR
ddee

llaa
SSoo

uurr
ddii

èèrrr
eeee

aabbboooorrrr

RR
SSSttt

-RR
oocc

hh

RRRR ddeesss PPeettiiitttss CChhhaammpp

PyramidessesPyra

TTuileriesT

Palais Royal Pala Royal –oyayalais Roalais RoPalaisPalais Royal –Roy
e
0000000000

M
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000sée de due duuuséuséée

e000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000vrevreLou

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000 duduus

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000L

Jardinn ddeesssdindinn dd
Tuilerieiess

0000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000le

cece
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000PP aceac

ndômeendômendôme
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000Venen0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006

2222222

14

16

23 242

11110000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

RR
d'

AA

éééé

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
##0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

i

r
n

00000
000
00000
00000
000
0000000
000000
000000000
0000
0000000

####

edddRRndômee000000000000000000000

RRRRRlll000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000u0000000000000000000000T

66 p p

Legend has it 
self, wielding ff
liberate this ti
upholstered b
the Ritz’s show
photos taken b
martinis in tow
(www.ritzparis.co
VendômVV e, 1er; h

Kong

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

#æ

#û

R
de

cines

R

Place
Vendô6

16

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

00-contents-pk-chg2.indd   30-contents-pk-chg2.indd   3 23/10/2015   11:50:37 AM23/10/2015   11:50:37 AM



QuickStart
Guide 7
Chicago Top Sights ...............8
Chicago Local Life ............... 12
Chicago Day Planner ..........14
Need to Know ...................... 16
Chicago Neighborhoods .... 18

Explore
 Chicago  21

Worth a Trip:
Mixing It Up in
Andersonville & Uptown ....................86
A Night Out in Logan Square .............98
A Bookish Day in  Hyde Park  ............122

Near North & Navy Pier

The Loop

Gold Coast

Lincoln Park & Old Town

Lake View & Wrigleyville

Wicker Park, Bucktown & 
Ukrainian Village

Near West Side & Pilsen

South Loop & Near South 
Side

42

22

54

66

78

88

100

110

00-contents-pk-chg2.indd   40-contents-pk-chg2.indd   4 23/10/2015   11:50:47 AM23/10/2015   11:50:47 AM



The Best of
 Chicago  125
Chicago’s Best Walks
Skyscrapers & Street Art .................... 126
Mansions, Beaches & Greenery ......... 128

Chicago’s Best …
Architecture ..........................................130
Eating .................................................... 132
Museums & Galleries ..........................134
Parks & Gardens .................................. 136
Live Music ..............................................137
Sports & Activities ............................... 138
Drinking & Nightlife.............................. 139
For Kids .................................................140
Gay & Lesbian .......................................141
Comedy & Performing Arts ................ 142
Shopping ...............................................143
Tours ......................................................144

Survival
Guide 145
Before You Go  ...................146
Arriving in Chicago ...........147
Getting Around  .................148
Essential Information  ......149

00-contents-pk-chg2.indd   50-contents-pk-chg2.indd   5 23/10/2015   11:50:48 AM23/10/2015   11:50:48 AM



01-quickstart-pk-chg2.indd   6-quickstart-pk-chg2.indd   6 22/10/2015   6:00:24 PM22/10/2015   6:00:24 PM



Blues musician Eddie Shaw performs at Kingston Mines (p77)
DANIEL LADENHAUF/500PX ©
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Welcome to 
Chicago

 Take cloud-scraping architecture, lakefront beaches and 
world-class museums, stir in wild comedy, fret-bending 
guitars and very hefty pizza, and you’ve got a town that 
won’t let you down. The city center is a steely wonder, 
but it’s Chicago’s mural-splashed neighborhoods – with 
their inventive storefront restaurants, fringe theaters and 
 sociable dive bars – that really blow you away.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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